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Memo to Jorge Gonzalez Mayor and Commissioners

From Jerry Libbin

I wanted to give abriefupdate on several projects that I have been working on since my
election last Fall

During the campaignI made it clear thatI was committed toexpanding programs for
the children ofMiami Beach in the area of the ArtsI feel that one ofthe best ways

todo this isto provide FREE program offerings from top quality instructors through

the after school programs atthe various publicschool facilities inthe City

I have been meeting with representativesof our major cultural institutions including

TheNew World Symphony The Miami City Ballet The Bass Museum The

Wolfsonian and The Jewish Museumtoelicit their support for this initiativeI

have asked each institution toprepare age appropriate offerings forweek programs throughout

the school year along with appropriate budget requirements We have
also been meeting with Mr Jorge Diaz at the request ofthe Principal of Fisher Feinberg

Elementarytoassist is in the planning and scheduling processAsecond
goal thatIhave isto broaden the base ofour tourism which would have obvious positive economic

impact onourCityIbelieve that we have the opportunity todo

this by marketing our world class cultural organizations and thereby attempting to

create inbound Cultural TourismIknow that when we travel asa

family we often select destinations that offer cultural opportunities for the entire family

to enjoy as part of our vacation Last summer for example we included travel to

Sydney Australia as part ofour vacation because we wantedtoexperienceaconcert

in the Sydney Opera HouseIhave been working with Michael Aller David

Whitaker GMVCB JoeWest FlU the Dean who has been responsible for

the tremendous success of openingabrandnew FlU campus inamajor
city in China along with the executives ofour top notch professional institutions New World
Symphony and Miami City Ballet In addition there

have been other members ofour community involved inthe planning to this

point of a proposed establishment ofaSister City or other less formal relationship with

oneormore cities inChinaIam pleased to report that there would be

definite interest from atleast one city andIam seeking input from the Commission at

this point as to how to proceedI look forward to exploring this further with
allofyou at our upcoming retreat


